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occurred every where, on paintings and prints, on sepulchral
monuments, as architectural ornaments, in books of
emblems, on all kinds of je\v ellery (especially on memorial
finger-rings), on devotional objects (such as rosary beads
in the form of Death's heads), and on medals. A monkish
life of contemplation with " Innocentia et niemoria
mortis," or " Mors omnibus communis/' or " Vita est
meditatio," as a motto, was regarded by many as the ideal
life to lead, even by those who themselves took a large
and active share in the practical work of the world. To
illustrate this feeling we need only quote Sir Thomas
More, the patron of Holbein who was very familiar with
the use of memento inori devices, and the friend of
Erasmus the great scholar, whose own mememto mori
device, as represented on his medals and favourite seal,
we shall have later on to refer to. When imprisoned in
the Tower of London, seeing from the window some
monks going to execution, Sir Thomas More said to his
daughter, Margaret Eoper, who was there beside him:
" Dost thou not see, Meg, that these blessed fathers be
now as cheerfully going to their deaths as bridegrooms
to their marriages ? Wherefore, thereby mayst thou see,
mine own dear daughter, what a great difference there
is between such as have in effect spent all their days in
a straight and penitential and painful life, religiously,
and such as have in the world like worldly wretches (as
thy poor father hath done) consumed all their time in
pleasure and ease licentiously."32

32 W Eoper's Life of Si? Thomas Mote. This contrast between the
life of the religious recluse and an ordinary life of worldly pursuits is
exactly the same as that pictorially expressed in the famous " Triumph
of Death," a fresco (already referred to) attributed to Oicagna or
Lorenzetti (fourteenth century) in the Campo Santo of Pisa.